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§ 576.23 Limitations—Primarily reli-
gious organizations.

(a) Provision of assistance. (1) Assist-
ance may be provided under this part
to a grantee or recipient that is a pri-
marily religious organization if the
primarily religious organization agrees
to provide all eligible activities under
this program in a manner that is free
from religious influences and in ac-
cordance with the following principles:

(i) It will not discriminate against
any employee or applicant for employ-
ment on the basis of religion and will
not limit employment or give pref-
erence in employment to persons on
the basis of religion;

(ii) It will not discriminate against
any person applying for shelter or any
of the eligible activities under this
part on the basis of religion and will
not limit such housing or other eligible
activities or give preference to persons
on the basis of religion; and

(iii) It will provide no religious in-
struction or counseling, conduct no re-
ligious services or worship (not includ-
ing voluntary nondenominational pray-
er before meetings), engage in no reli-
gious proselytizing, and exert no other
religious influence in the provision of
shelter and other eligible activities
under this part.

(2) HUD may provide reallocated
amounts to a recipient that is a pri-
marily religious organization if the as-
sistance will not be used by the organi-
zation to acquire a structure (in the
case of homeless prevention activities
under § 576.21(a)(4)), or to rehabilitate a
structure owned by the organization,
except as described in paragraph (b) of
this section.

(b) Rehabilitation or conversion of
emergency shelters. Grants may be used
to rehabilitate or convert to an emer-
gency shelter a structure that is owned
by a primarily religious organization,
only if:

(1) The structure (or portion thereof)
that is to be renovated, rehabilitated,
or converted with HUD assistance has
been leased to an existing or newly es-
tablished wholly secular organization;

(2) The HUD assistance is provided to
the secular organization (and not the
religious organization) to make the im-
provements;

(3) The leased structure will be used
exclusively for secular purposes avail-
able to all persons;

(4) The lease payments paid to the
primarily religious organization do not
exceed the fair market rent for the
structure before the renovation, reha-
bilitation, or conversion;

(5) The portion of the cost of any im-
provements that benefit any unleased
portion of the structure will be allo-
cated to, and paid for by, the religious
organization; and

(6) The primarily religious organiza-
tion agrees that if the recipient does
not retain the use of the leased prem-
ises for wholly secular purposes for the
useful life of the improvements, the
primarily religious organization will
pay to the original grantee (from which
the amounts used to renovate, rehabili-
tate, or convert the building were de-
rived) an amount equal to the residual
value of the improvements. A private
nonprofit organization must remit to
HUD this amount if the organization is
the lessee as well as the grantee. The
original grantee is expected to use this
amount to alleviate homelessness in its
jurisdiction, but there is no require-
ment that funds received after the
close of the grant period be used in ac-
cordance with the requirements of this
part.

(c) Assistance to a wholly secular pri-
vate nonprofit organization. (1) A pri-
marily religious organization may es-
tablish a wholly secular private non-
profit organization to serve as a recipi-
ent. The secular organization may be
eligible to receive all forms of assist-
ance available under this part, subject
to the following:

(i) The secular organization must
agree to provide shelter and services
eligible under this part in a manner
that is free from religious influences
and in accordance with the principles
set forth in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion.

(ii) The secular organization may
enter into a contract with the religious
organization to provide essential serv-
ices or undertake homeless prevention
activities. The religious organization
must agree in the contract to carry out
its contractual responsibilities in a
manner free from religious influences
and in accordance with the principles
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